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FROM GIRLS INC
In 2021, Girls Inc. of Memphis achieved an important
milestone in our organization's history, our 75th anniversary!
We faced the continued challenge of providing quality
programming for girls in a safe effective way in the time of
Covid and celebrated successes of our alumnae, broke
ground on our Patricia C. Howard Campus in Frayser and
reopened our doors to in-person programming with girls. It
was a rollercoaster year of challenge and triumph. Our 75year legacy of success has never been a smooth upward
trajectory. Although the circumstances we have faced have
varied through the years, our vision of empowered girls in an
equitable Memphis has never wavered.
Our founder Lucille DeVore Tucker was a trailblazing
professional with New York Life Insurance and the first
woman to earn entry into the company’s million-dollar club in
the 1940s. A woman in a male-dominated industry with the
moxie to start an organization to empower girls and young
women in the 1940s set into our organizational DNA a
relentless pursuit and passion to equip girls for success
regardless of any barrier or challenge we may face.
Longtime CEO Fannie Belle Burnett led Girls Inc. of Memphis
during the civil rights movement of the 1960s. Her
commitment to equity was clear when she integrated the
organization by welcoming African American staff and girls
without hesitation, many years before it was required by law.
Her donor base was in opposition to integration and pulled
their funding. She stood firm, rolled up her sleeves and
worked with the board of directors to rebuild the organization’s
donor community to those who align with our true mission to
inspire ALL girls to be strong, smart and bold.
For over seven decades we have faced civil unrest, economic
downturns, public health crises, systemic inequities and more,
and to quote Dr. Maya Angelou, “…still we rise.” With
dedicated and committed board and staff, passionate and
sustained donors, enthusiastic volunteers and community
partners, and YOU, Girls Inc. of Memphis is thriving and looks
forward to a fun-filled ride over the next 75 years.
Our legacy continues!
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MEET ALUMNA DR. NICARRA BAILEY
Building a Girls Inc. legacy began at six-years
old for Dr. NiCarra Bailey. Aside from the bond
and sisterhood she formed with her peers,
NiCarra also saw her future roll out in front of
her. Through mentorship and exposure to
successful and bold women, her
understanding of what she could do seemed to
broaden.
“During my time at Girls Inc., I was introduced
to multiple women from different backgrounds
and with different career paths in life, which
allowed me to see that my options were
endless for my future.”
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MEET GIRLS INC. GIRL GAVI PALACIOS

After being introduced to a woman who is a
Doctor of Pharmacy, NiCarra became
fascinated with the doctor’s career. Later, on a
Girls Inc. of Memphis college tour at Xavier
University, NiCarra decided that Xavier would
be her alma mater.

Every year, girls have the opportunity to receive five
hundred hours of Girls Inc. programming, and for three
years Gavi Palacios has taken advantage of nearly
every hour. Gavi was seven when she started
attending Girls Inc. of Memphis. What began as an

“I am so very thankful to Girls Inc. for exposing
me to numerous adventures and for supporting
me throughout my collegiate career.”

after-school opportunity to practice her English and
help her get ahead in school subjects, has become a
passion that she hopes all girls have the chance to
experience.

Today, Dr. NiCarra Bailey represents a legacy
of the Girls Inc. experience. The opportunities
our girls receive through strong, smart and
bold mentors, role models, and experiences
have the ability to change the lives of our girls.
Your help provides these opportunities! With
your support in 2021, the legacy of Girls Inc. of
Memphis has continued to thrive.
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“I love that it helps [girls] learn about topics from class,
or topics we have not started yet. Girls Inc. helps us
be a little bit further in school.”
In her time as a Girls Inc. girl, Gavi has been an
advocate for the important work that programming can
bring. She has shared the mission with her classmates
and has become one of Girls Inc. of Memphis’s top
recruiters. In sharing, she explains how Girls Inc.
programming can be a catalyst to supplement learning
and help girls find their passion.
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For Gavi, Girls Inc. of Memphis has helped her realize
how her voice can make a difference for her
community. Empowered, Gavi has a goal to become
president and position her platform around housing
and income assistance for those living in poverty.
As long as Gavi, and girls like her, continue to uphold
the mission of Girls Inc., our future will be led by
capable women with bold goals. Your support equips
our girls to dream big and make it a reality.

BY THE NUMBERS
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FINANCIALS

LEADERSHIP
STAFF
Lisa Moore, President and CEO
Sylvia Martinez, Vice President
Dora Brown Harris, Director of Professional Development & Quality
Katie Brezina, Director of Operations
Andriana Gonzales, Director of Programs

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Laurita Jackson, Board Chair
CEO-Enfinity Supply
Casey Metcalfe, Vice Chair
Vice President of Professional Banking- Independent Bank
Rebecca Hinds, Secretary
Attorney- Martin, Tate, Marrow and Marston
Rhonda Neal-Treasurer
Corporate Accounting Manager- West Fraser
Nick Chamoun
Director of Operations- Business Products, Inc.
Lisa Clapper
Financial Advisor- Raymond James
Miska Clay Bibbs
Chief of Staff- Teach for America Memphis
Sonya Fleming
Parent Representative
Jamaya Fleming
Girl Representative
Randy Irving
Director of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion- Nutrien
Kerry Jackson
Financial Advisor-Fish and Associates
Carla Lawson
Human Resources Business Partner (HRBP)- ALSAC
Daryl Leven
Head Nurturer- Aquaponics
Cathy Lu
Financial Planner-First Horizon Advisors
Keshea Perkins
IT Manager- FedEx Services
Deveney Perry
Executive Director- BLDG Memphis
Rosa Potts
State Director (Tennessee)- Unite Us
Abigail Sheridan
COO-Memphis Medical District Collaborative
Kandace Stewart
Director, Business Operations & External Affairs- Memphis Grizzlies
Janet Thompson
Coordinator of In Schools Leadership and Partnerships- Memphis Music Initiative
Ashlei Williams
President-GJC Publicity

FOR OVER 75 YEARS, GIRLS INC. OF MEMPHIS
HAS INSPIRED GIRLS TO BE
STRONG, SMART AND BOLD

